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Almost seven decades since the pivotal Supreme Court

. . Percentages of students who attend
ruling Brown vs. Board of Education (1954), the state of high-poverty schools (2018)*
America’s schools remains profoundly unequal. Non-white
children tend to be concentrated in lower-performing
schools that offer them fewer skills, opportunities, and
resources to succeed. As the datain this fact sheet show, »
students of color are more likely to attend schools in areas of
concentrated poverty that are less effective on every
measure than majority-white schools.
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In spite of Brown’s conclusion that separate schools are

inherently unequal, K-12 education in Americais more

racially segregated today than it was in the late 1960s. After Percentage of students n

a period of active federal desegregation efforts in the late underfunded school districts (2021)*
1960s and 1970s, the Nixon and Reagan administrations and ®

their Supreme Court appointees rolled back laws and 76.7%
programs promoting more racially integrated schooling. The
Supreme Court ruling Oklahoma vs. Dowell (1991) stripped
the federal government of powers to desegregate schools,
and school segregation has steadily increased since its low w
pointin 1988 as aresult.
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Integrated schools do not only benefit students of color:
multiracial schools better prepare students of all races to
live, work, and succeed in a diverse society. Even when

controlling for socioeconomic status, students from Average funding gap (abovev. below
adequate spending) (2021)

integrated schools have higher test scores and are more
likely to graduate and attend college.’

Education spending per student®:

313,908 . $11,682

predominantly white districts predominantly non-white districts
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INTERVENTIONS FOR EQUAL EDUGATIONAL OPPORTUNITY: WHAT ARE SOME
METHODS THAT CAN BE USED TO INTEGRATE AMERICA'S SCHOOLS?

Federal Actions State & Local Actions

Incentivize local efforts to voluntarily decrease school segregation Re-map attendance zones to produce schools that
more accurately represent the racial makeup of a

Adopt the Strength in Diversity Act (H.R.729), which would award grants to larger area, such as a county

districts thatimplement plans “to improve diversity and reduce or eliminate racial

or socioeconomic isolation in publicly funded early childhood education Create socioeconomically diverse attendance
programs, public elementary schools, or public secondary schools.” zones
Increase Title | funding to offer grants for local school district plans that pursue Increase the share of low=-income and affordable
integration programs housing in middle-class, wealthy, and/or suburban
areas

Modify the Title | funding threshold that currently works as a penalty for school

integration efforts, as schools that enroll more higher-income students may lose Require robust racial diversity plans in all

their Title | eligibility application processes for charter, magnet, and

specialized schools, and ensure high standards for

Repeal Section 426 of General Education Provision Act (GEPA) to allow districts to racial equity are met during renewal processes

provide transportation for students from under-performing districts to

higher-performing districts Pass laws to prohibit charter schools from engaging
in discriminatory practices like not providing free
and reduced price lunch, requiring parent office
hours, and not providing student transportation

Pass an Economic Fair Housing Act to curb exclusionary zoning policies that prohibit
apartments and multi-dwelling units to create more mixed-income neighborhoods

Pass legislation to allow the Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights to
review and halt school district secession plans that create racially and
socioeconomically exclusionary school districts

Add stronger provisions to the Charter Schools Program (CSP) to promote racially
and socioeconomically integrated schools and to ensure that newly-created charter
schools do not divert existing resources from traditional public schools

Hold charter schools to the same standards of data reporting as public schools
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